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Eccleſ XII. g. The latter Part. & 


Man goeth to bus long home, 
and the Mourners go about the 
Streets. f 


HERE is no Man can plead ignorance to 
the Univerſal Decree of God concerning 

| Man's Adortality, It is appainted unto all Mes 
once to dye, and after this the Judgment , Heb. 
9.27. And every one of us may truly ſay, 

as that Wiſe Woman of Tekagb did, We are all as Va- 
ter ſpilt on the ground, which cannot be gatbered again, 
2- Sam. 14. 14. There is no AGE, SEX, CONDITI- 
ON, or QUALITY of Men whatſoever , bat have 
been foyPd by this Invincible CHAMPION DEATH; 
who, Riding about the World upon his Pale Horſe a- 
bove theſe Five thauſand years, has, with an Impartial 
Stroak levell'd all before him. Some, in their INFAN- 
CY have prov'd what it was to Dye, before they 
knew, or were ſenſible what it was to Live; ſome in 
the STRENGTH and Verdure of their Age, others 
in their Riper Fears; High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
Noble and Ignoble, all muſt yield themſelves Cap- 
tives to This ighty Conqueror. Death is that Great 
Leveller , that having b reſpe# of Perſons, mingles 
Shovels and Scepters together, and lays em Common 
in the Duſt ; making es” "Ia Diſtinction, be- 
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twixt the Births and Qualities of Men, but cauſing 
GREATNESS as well as POVERTY to ſtoop and 
yield; : Equallizing thoſe in their | Death, that. were 
never ſo far diſtant in Worth- and Eminency "whilſt 
alive. Even thoſe Perſons themſelves, that are ſtyI'd 
Gods among us (and that too not by any Fawning 
or Flattering Sycophant, but by God himſelf ) their 
Mortality proves em to be but Men to themſelves, tho” 
they be as Gods to others: So that as Epictetus once 
told the Emperor , That to be BORN and to DYE 
was common both to PRINCE and BEGGAR, is a 
certain and undeniable Truth: for there is no Man's 


Excellency or Quality can exempt him from Death, or 


ſecure him from the Grave. The various Sickneſſes 
and Miſeries that continually attend this frail Con- 
ſtitution, have made the proudeſt of Sinners to con- 
feſs with St. Peter to Cornelius, I my ſelf alſs am a mor- 


tal Man, Acts 10. 26. There are no Ingredients in 
the Shop of Nature ſufficiently Cordial to ſortify the 
Heart againſt this King of Terrors Death, or his Har- 
bingers 3 the Velvet Slipper cannot fence the Foot 


from the Gout, .nor. the- Diamond Ring the Finger 
from a Fellon, the richeſt Diadem cannot quit the 
Head-ach , nor the Purple Robe prevent a Fever; 
Beauty, Strength, Riches, friends, nor any, nor all, 
can reverſe that Sentence, Duſt thou art, and unto 
duſt thou fhait return. Every Fit of an Ague, and eve- 
ry little Indiſpoſition of this frail Conſtitution, is, as 


I may ſay, a kind of lighter Skirmiſh before the 


Main Battle of Death , wherein weak Man, being ſoon 
vanquiſh'd and ſubdu'd, is led a Captive Vaſſal to his 
Long Home. And when the Dark Lines of Morta- 
lity are drawn upon the Face of the Faireſt Mortaj 


cle 


now living, he preſently becomes a Ghaſtly Specta. 
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cle to look upon, ( howſoever Lovely and Beautiful 
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he was before) and the Concluſion at laſt is, Bury 


my Dead out of my ſigbt. 
Man goeth to bis Long Home , &c. 
Now for the better underſtanding of the Text, I 


ſhall endeavour, in the Firſt place, to give you the 


Meaning and Explication of it. Secondly, Shew you- its 


Parts and . Divifion. Thirdly, Obſerve unto you that 


Point of Inſtruction, or Doctrine that is deducible 


from it. Fourthly and Laſtly , I ſhall proceed to ſome 


Practical Inference and Improvement. 


And 1. For the Senſe and Explication of the Words; 
And here Firſt I ſhall Endeavour to ſhew you who is 
the Man here ſpoken of in the Text, Secondly, What 
it is we are to underſtand by his going or gate; Thirdly, 
Where his long home is; Fourthly , Who are the 

And Firſt, Who the Alan is here ſpoken 
Text? Man we muſt underſtand is taken either Col- 


lectively , for the whole kind and Species of Men, as 
Logicians ſpeak; or diſtributively, for every individual 
Perſon in particular; or Indefinitely, for Mann the 
ordinary courſe and acceptation; now by Man here in 
Kind or Species 


my Text, is not underſtood the whole 
o 


Men; for Philoſophy reprieves univerſal' Natures 
from diſolution ; and true it is indeed, that altho' ſingle 
Perſons every day dye, yet Mankind dyes not : Nor 
is Man taken for all particular Men of what rank and | 
quality foever without exception ; for if all Men were 
to be attended with Mourners to their Funerals, then 

Mourners 


of in the 
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Mouraers themſelves muſt have Monrners, and fo either 
the train would be Infinite, or the laſt Men would be 
deſtitute of Mourners. 


But Laſtiy, By Man in the Text is underſtood Man 
in the ordinary Senſe and acceptation of the word; for 
you ſhall find a Perſon, tho never ſo poor and 
mean, bot he has ſome friend or other to attend his 
Funeral, and to drop a Tear into his Grave. 


But then Secondly, What is meant by Man's going 
or gate here in my Text? Going we muſt know is not 
taken here for a progreſſiye motion in ſpecial, as Walk- 
ing, Runing, &c. but in general, for a paſſing or tranſi- 
tion to another World, which way ſoever it be, whether 
we make our way, or it be made for us, whether we 
go to Death, or Death comes to ys, nay whether w- 
move or ſtand ſtill, we are ſtill going this common. Rogd 
and wer of all the World, and of all Fl 


of. aur ſbart | homes from which we daily remoye - Theſe 
our Fleſh or our Bones, at leaſt our Aſhes and our Deſt, 
ſhall remain in ſome place of the Earth or Seas till the 
Heaveas be no more. | 


And chen F Who. are meant by the Maurners | 
ken ef? Hy  awners here in the 4 
meant all that attend the Dead to their Funerals , 
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whether they 2dourn in Truth, or for Faſbion-ſake ; And 
theſe Aſourners are ſaid to go about the Streets, It was 
a cuſtom among the Romans for the Friends of the de- 
ceay'd, to hire certain Women call'd Fræſicas, to lament 
over their dead; for the maſt part among the Jem: 
This fad Task was i d upon WHiddows, or at leaſt 
they voluntarily took it upon themſcives, as the words 
of the Prophet imply, And there were no Widdews to 
make Lameutation , Pal. 78. 64. Now the Office of 

theſe Widdows was to walk about the Streets weeping 
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Man is a Voyage, or Pilgrimage; Or 
c of Man 2 7 motion 
the Gree and towards Eternity; Man 
here I ſhall endezvour to confirm che 
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1ſt. By Scripture; and thus Holy Jacob terms the Life 
of Man; he cat it the days of the years of bis Pilgri- 
mage, Gen. g. And: the Fſalmiſt tells us, I m 4 
Stranger with ther and a, Sojourner as all my Fathers were, 
Pſal. 39. 12. Vita eſt via, et omnis Cbriſtianus eſt viator; 
Man's Life is a Way, or Common Road that leads to 
his. Grave, and every Man heing in this World is a 
Paſſenger in it. The. Life of Man is nothing el ſe but 
one continued advance and uninterrupted motion from 
the Credle to the. Coffin, from the: Womb to the 
Tomb; this way is the way of all Fleſh, a way in the 
which Children walk, before rhey are able to help them- 
ſelves, and Old Men crawl. when they are not able to 
80; Infants: chat: nere kad the- uſe f cheir Limby , 
and: Impotent Old I Age chat has loſt Them, af df. ein 
run this crew, herein cho ſome make a lofger Line; 
others, 2 ſhorter, yet at the laſt they all finiſn ᷑beir 
courſe, and make their Beds in the Grave: A ſtrange 
race indeed, wherein tho a Man ſtand ſtill, or ſleep, 
yet he. is ill advancing forward, and. gafning grobnd; 
The Hour-Glafs.of-our:Lives'is ſtiſt rubning out, Whe 
ve work dr play: he Ship ©] Kefding towards 
its Port, tho the Pilate Sleep in the Cabin: The“ ke 
may be ſaid here, whether we wake or ſleep, move or 
reſt, be- buſy . or de idle, mind it, of mind it! not we 
are ſtill poſting towards the Grave and towards? E. 
ternity. ET 
IO ; rr % ate tat s Kt. LY 1 
That which St. Pau ſpake in 4 Divihe Senfe, Seneca 
makes good in a Natural, we chr dh; for every day, 
nay every hour we loſe ſome: part of out- Life, cork 


# 


ſtep we take in'Life, is a-neaver advdnce and '&pproac 

towards Death; as our years encreaſe, ſo dur Time 

ercaſeth, for the more Years , Months, Days, * 
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that we have liv'd, the leſs we have to lire: Our lives | 


are ſtil] upon the Flote till we come to our laſt period: 
We are but Strangers and Pilgrims here on Earth, 


But then 2dly. Not only Scripture but even Reaſor 
it lf atteſts the Truth of this point: And indeed were 
we not firſt loſt in our ſelves, were we not altogether 
Strangers to our own trueſt Intereſt, we ſhould never 
"ſeek for a place of Reſt in that World, whoſe Faſhion 
every day changeth, and which muſt at the laſt with it's 
work be burat with Fire. For do we not ſee by this 
common light of Reaſon implanted ia us, that the Mind 
of Man is a thing of Infinite Capacity, reſtleſs, and even 
"utterly inſatiable with any thing here below? Content 
is that which. all Men have deſfir'd and aſpir'd after, but 
never yet any Perſoa fully arriv'd to; but ſtill as one 
deſire is ſatisfied, another riſieth in the Soul; and when 
we have all that we at firſt deſir'd, we are ſtill wanting: 
One World was not large enough for Alexander, nay, 
had there been as may Worlds as thoſe Atomes of which 
the Phyloſopher ſuppos'd it to be made, he would have 
wilh'd for more - Our Appetite comes by Eating, our 
Meaſures are enlarg'd by being fill'd, and our deſires are 
the more keen and earneſt by enjoying: Majora cupere 
ex his diſcimus, the obtaining of ſome good thing deſir'd, 
does but prompt and provake us to defire mare. But 
now to. draw this point to our preſent. purpoſe ; If then 
the things of this World be not able to ſatisfy the deſires 
of the rational Soul; if Man never yet found any full 
content. and Satisfaction in any the choiceſt Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments of this Life, if nothing here upon Earth 
can, allay this infinite hunger of the reaſonable Soul, 
(which certainly was not grated ia us for novght. 4 
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If we cannot find this true comfort here in this World, 
tho' we ſhonld double Methuſalem's Age, nay, tho' we 
ſhould live to the laſt end and Period of it; If ſo, as fo 
it is moſt certain, we cannot then think, that this Earth 
is our Country, but that the things which we ſo highly. 
admire and eſteem here, are altogether Strangers to us, 
and we to them; and we muſt be forſt to turn our ſelves 
about, and look towards ſomething elſe which may ſatisfy 
and anſwer our deſires. The Choiceſt Pleafures and 
Delights of the Sons of Men, are but Laborious Trifles, 
deceitful Vanitys, beautiful nothings, at beſt but the Phan- 
taſms and Apparitions of good things; It is a God alone 
in Chriſt that can ſatisfy this Eraruie , this Infinite Ap- 
petite and defire of the Rational Creature; Hence then 
we conclude that this Earth is but our 'Fheatre to walk 
thro', Heaven is our proper Place and Country, and 
thither we are bound. | 


But then 2dly. As we our ſelves are Strangers here 
in this World, fo our abode here is like that of Strangers 
in a Forreign Land: When Adam was Lord of all 
the World, he was but a Stranger in it; for God made 
him naked in Paradiſe, and withal gave him no Senſe 
of his Nakedneſs, and the Reaſon is given by a Learned 
Author, that Man might not be diſtracted and call@ 
rde wg Thy bed, averifec; from Meditation upor 
God; that the care of his Fleſh might not ſteal a- 
way his Mind and Thoughts from him that made him 
So that Adam himſelf was but a Stranger, when he was 
made the Sole Monarch and Emperor of the World; but 
ſo ſoon as he was fallen, God cloath'd him with Skins, 
ut Alum velnti morte quadam indueret, as it were with 
Death it ſelf, which was ſo lively repreſented unto him 
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in che Skins of thoſe Dead Beaſts, that he might always 
carry about him the Memento's and Remembrances ot 
his Mortality: A Stranger, (you know) comes not 
to ſtay long in a place; he is (as we ſay ) here to day, 
and gone to morrow ; ſo is Man, he flieth as a Poſt or 
rather as a Shadow, and continueth not, Job 14. 2. His 
Life expires, and is at an end, even as ſoon as a Tale that 
is told, and not ſo long remembred - There be many 
Errors in his way, but none in his end; which way fo- 
ever he travelleth, whereſoever he pitcheth his Tear, 
his Journey's end's the Grave; Hoc ſtipulata eſt dei vox 
hoc Spoſpondit omne quod Naſcitur, this is the Stipulation 
or contract, that God has made with every Living Soul; 
By being Born we made a Promiſe and oblig'd our ſelves 
to dye; We are bound in a ſure obligation, and recetv'd 
our Souls upon condition to reſign ?em agen, when God 
ſhall remand it. Now would we know. when we begin 
to pay this dept to Nature? I Anſwer, We begin to 
Pay it with our firſt Breath, and are ſtill paying it till 
we have breath'd our laſt - Whilſt I am now ſpeaking, 
and you hearing, we are paying part of the Sum, and 
whether this be our laſt Payment of not, God knows: 
'F was dying whil'ſt I was Writing this Sermon, every 
ſtroak of my Pen ſpent a part of my Life, and I am 
dying alſo now whil'ſt 1 am delivering of it; Every 
Breath I draw to preſerve Life, is a degree Subſtracted 
from my Life: I am in a manner-Entomb'd already, and 
every place I Breath in is as it were my Grave; for in 
every place I am, I moulder and conſume away; in e- 
very place I live, I draw nearer and nearer to Putre- 
faction: We may all of us truly ſay as thoſe Marriners, 
who were to fight and dye, did to the Emperor Claudius 
-Morituri te Salutant, O Emperor dying Men Salute thee | 
| B 2 Ile 
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The like we may ſay here, we Salute one another not 
ſo much as living, as dying Men: Whil'ſt I fay good 
Morrow to my Neighbour, I am nearer to my end, 
and he to whom I wiſh't it is nearer his alſo- In what 
relation foever we ſtand, whether as Miniſter or Peo- 
ple, Maſters or Servants, Fathers or Children, we are 
all but dying Men, Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth. 
The whole World is bur one entire Colony of Strangers, 
every Age is new planted with dying Aden; and this is 
that which put St. Auſtin to a whether it were 
beſt to call our Life a Living Death, or a Dying Life. 


Objection. But poſſibly ſome or other may Object, and 
ſay, this is a very Trite and Common Theme and Subje& - 
von inſiſt upon; and indeed fo it is, for what is more 
Common than Death ? And yet as common as it is, 1 
; ge no — — —_ —— tho? 

ay unto uttereth Kn e, the Preacher opens 
his Mouth, and the Grave bers, and we daily fee one 
Pilgrim or other dropping into the Pit, yet we will not 
be perſwaded to believe that our own turn will come: 
But believe it or believe it not, nothing is more certain 
or undeniable : Let a Man ranſack all the Books in 
Nature, let him turn over all the Volumas of Hiſtory 
and Antiquity , let him become Companion with the 
Sun, and Travel over the whole Circle and Cireumfer- 
ence of the Earth, let him viſit all the Pyramids and 
Tombs, the Sepuilchres, and Shrines ef Mortals and he 
Mall ſtifl meet with Trophys of Death's Cenqueſt, a 
Stone Engraven at kaft with an, Hic jacet, Here lyes 
ſuch, or ſuch a one; Here he dies, be he a Nebuchad- 
wezzzr, a Nad, or Belfhazzzar ; Here lyesotbe great 
Fumpey, and there the greater — | 
: g e 
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Wiſe Cato, and there the Learned Ariſtotle, or whatſo- 
ever other Grandies of the World Tradition or Chronology 
boaſt of; Here lye their Bodies Interr'd , linkt up in 
Fetters of Corruption, Chamber'd up in Doft, Priſoners 
to the. Grave, and Captives to Death : Behold the 
Worthys whoſe. Memorial is recorded in Holy Writ, 
What was the Period and Concluſion of em all? Did 


they not all ſee Corroption? Did they not all after 


they had ſery'd their Generations reſign up their Earthly 
Tabernadles, and take yp their Lodgings in the Duft ? 


They had all bat an appointed time here on Earth; they 


all knew they had bere no continaing City, but that their 
Habitation was to depart, and to be remoy'd like a Shep- 


berds Tent ; What Man is he that Lech and ſhall not 


ſee Death, ſays the Pſalmiſt: Even the W5/e and Pru- 
dent dye, as well as the 7gnorant and Foolſh: However 
Nen differ as to outward Circumſtances 1 in the 'World, 


yet at the laſt they all Steep in the Duſt and the M se 


cover 'em. Some Men's Journeys are Longer, ſome Shorter 
than others; ſome make a greater Figure in the World, 


Tome a leſs; but in the the Grave is as it were 


the commant lan And R cle - they all Lodges 
where they nuff. ſay W We ie — 
ra the Worm, thou art my Siſter, and my. Mother. ' 


one now to the N reve and aer, . 


f the. Point, 
Is it ſo then chat Marys Life is Aae or Pies 


Naum 


mage, a * — motion and . towards the 


Grave and towards Othen ! Let it de your 
confinyal carę and ſtudy to ing and providing - 
for your Long Home; and for — er cnforciog;of the : 


» be pleas d to conſider, | 


art my- 1 md 


Firſt. - 


DDD 


Firſt, That when you come to Dye, all theſe Crea- 
tyre-helps and Comforts, that you now ſo mucah ad- 
mire, and dote upon, will then fail and forſake you, 
and that for ever. It is ſtrange to ſee, how Men 
coil themſelves out, beat their Brains, tire their Spi- 
rits, break their Sleep, perplex their Minds, rack 
their Conſciences, ingulph and drown themſelves in 
Cares and Troubles, hazard their invaluable ' Souls, 
projecting to Immortalize their Names and Families; 
and when they have done all, like the poor filly Silk- 
worm, Dye in the Work. My Brethren, let us not 
be any longer deluded with the Gilden Pills, or De- 
coying Blandiſhments of. this World: Let us not, 
like the baſer Creatures, fix our Eyes and our 
Thoughts downwards, but let us ſeek thoſe things that 
are above, ' where Chriſt - ſitteth at the right hand of God; 
Let us not be like the Moles, that are ſtill digging 
and delving in the Earth, rooting for that, which 
when they have found, they muſt ſoon leave behind 
dem: but let us ſet our Faces and our Hearts Hea- 
venward; Heaven is our Country, let Heayen be our 
chiefeſt aim; Our Reſt is in Heaven, our Joys are in 
Heaven, our Saviour is in Heaven, let our Deſites, 
our Affections , our Souls be there alſo; Let us be 
ſtill thinking of our Precious Souls, and Dying Bo- 
dies, and provide in time for Sickneſs and for Death, 
for dye we muſt, and what will it profit a man to 
bave gain d the whole World and loſe his own Soul ? . 


Secondly. Seeing to Dye is the general condition of 
all Men, conſider. with your ſelves Chriſtians , whe- 
ther you are going to Heaven or Hell: Ny rs 
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thren , 
day, would ſeriouſly. conſider , and. effeually apply 
this Serious Conſideration to their. own Souls, and re- 


r OUR met HAI 3X 
1. do heartily wiſh that all that hear me this 


member, that at the end of this ſhort - and momen- 


tany Life we live here, there are endleſs Jays, or 
endleſs Sorrows: that there is one place for the Juſt, ' 
and another for the Unjuſt in the other World; one 
lace for Believers, another for Unbelievers; one place 
or the Saints, another for Impenitent Sinners; one 
place for the Sheep, another for the Goats; a Diſ- 
mal Night, or a Glorious Day; Endleſs Pleaſures, 
or Endleſs Torments awaiting us in a Future State: 
Now, my Brethren, let us ſtop here a little, and 
put this Serious Queſtion to our own Souls, To whie- 
ther of theſe two Periods, or Places, we are now 
Poſting ? Sure I am, tis the Point of the Greateſt 
and. Everlaſting Concernment: ; all the Comforts of 
this World, and of the World to come , depend 
upon. the Serious Reſolving of it to our Own Spirits: 
A. ,Tenant, that knows he muſt reſign up his Habita- 
tion in à ſhort time, is very Improvident and Im- 
prudent. too, if he takes no care for another Set- 
tlement: The like it will be with us that Inhabie 
theſe Houſes of Clay, we are ſure we muſt one day 
leave em, how ſoon we know not, perhaps to Mor- 
row,, peradventure This Day, it may be Suddenly; 
Hom Inexcuſabiy Fooliſh and Incbnſiderate ſhall we be 
then, if we take no Care, if we lay in no Proviſis 
on for our souls, and for Futurit ?; 


ct. 1 6 us bethink+ our ſelves in time; 


? 


re and Buſineſs of our Lives, to 


m2 
let it be the. 100 Bunnel a 
h and; Try. our, Ways, and to Prove” our own 
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| Hearts; for what/ozver we ſow, that we ſhall undoubted- 
Jy reap , and as the Tree Falls, ſo it muſt lie, and 
that for ever, Ecclef. 11. 3. If it falls towards the | 
North, it lies towards the North; if it falls towards 9 
the South, it lies towards the South: If you live and 
die Heavenward , Heaven ſhall be the place of your 
Eternal Reſidence and Abode, but if yon live and 
dye towards Hell, Hell ſhall be your Diſmal Lot 
and Portioa: And is it not fad and dreadful to be- 
lieve, that you have Precious and Immortal Soutes 
and do not know, nor conſider , whether they ſhall 
be Saved or Damn'd, ſtand or fall, live or dye to all 
Eternity; * this ĩs the deplorable condition of Millions 
of Men and Women in the World, that are poſting 
down the ready Road to Hell and Perdition, and yer 
they perſwade and flatter themſelves that they are in * 
che way to Bliſs and Happineſs : My Brethren, let us , 
in n fn eu 3 
pointm and with all imaginable care expedi- 
| — — ſelves to ſome ſaving courfe for our 
"Souls and for our Eternal Eſtare; that Heaves, that 
Place of glorious Recompences and Rewards, and not 
Hell, that diſmal Region of Terrours and difconſolar- 
neſa, may be our Lot and Portion. 8 2 
Thirdly. Conſider Chriſtians, When Death comes' to | 
ſtrike the Fatal Blow, your Conditions ſhall be ſtated, | 


your Places of abode ſhall be determin'd without Muta- 
tion, and that for ever : Then your Immortal and Im- 
material Souls ſhall be for Everlaſting, Joys, or for End- 
leſs Sorrows ; fer a never Dying or for an Ever- 
living Death: For Eternal Glory or for Eternal Igno- 
-miny : Now remember this ye that forget God and = 

8 
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Souls too, Remember I fay, and calł ro mind in time, 
that if you be found without Faith, without Repentance, 
without Holineſs, but one moment after Death, you 
are undone for ever: For, ab infernis nulla redem tio, 
after Death, all ways, and means, and helps, and hopes, 
ſhall fall, and that for ever. There is no Work, nor 
N iſdom, nor Knowledge , nor Repentance in the Crave 
. whether we are going, Eccleſ. 9. 10. After Death, Sin- 
ner, Juſtice' will be Inexorable, God Irreconcilable , 
thy Sin — png „Heaven unattainable, - and thy 
r neglected Soul paſt all help and hope and that 
r'eyer : There will be no Repenting in the Grave, 
nor working out our Salvation in thoſe Regions of 
Hdrrour Confuſions that are below: There are 
no Prayers nor Sermons, nor Miniſters, nor Sacraments 
to be d there - This Life is the only Seaſon and 
Seeds-Time of Mercy; this Time and Inſtant of abode 
we live here, are the days of our Preparation and Puri- 
fication for our Immortal Sonls. This World is the 
2 Laboratory for the fitting and perfecting of Souls 
r the next: No ſaving work for our Souls to be I 
done hereafter ; Death ſhuts the Door and everlaſtingly . 
ſeals us np in that condition it finds vs - And Re- 
member Sinners, delays breed danger, take heed, my 
Brethren, it is a fearful thing to neglect the overtures 
of Divine Grace and Mercy, when ſo lovingly tender'd 
ns: Remember Profane Eſau, who for one Morſel of 
Meat ſold his Pirth-right, but afterwards when he would 
d, fd be fotnd 
ly and with 


have Inherited the Bleſſing, be was rejecte 
no place for Repentance, tho" be ſought it c 
Tears, Heb. 12, 17. 


, on My 


My Brethren, delay is the Rock, the Shipwrack, are 
deſtruction of many Souls : No doubt but there 45> 
Myriads of Soũls now "ar Hell, who had general purpo w- 


in their Life-time to have ared hereafter, to. ha 
Embrac'd Chriſt, and honour'd him as their Saviour; 
but God in Juſtice has cut em ſhort, and depriv'd em 
of that Mercy now, which when they might, they would. 
not accept ol, t 
I know the Wicked and Profane World will be apt- 
to Object againſt ſuch: diſcourſes as theſe, and ſay © Why 
& are you ſo Earneſt, Sir, upon ſuch ungrateful Points. 
© as theſe are? What neceſlity of ſo ſpeedy and im- 
* mediate” a Repentance as you ſeem to inſinuate? 
God is a. Patient and Long-/ſuffering+ God, a God of 
< Pardons and gp „ we Cn. never owut-/in the 
* Afercys. of God, At time ſoever a Sinner repent- 
*© etb, &c. The ſower work of Repentance will bring 
Trouble enough along with it when it comes; Why 
& ſhould we court and invite our Sorrows too foon ? 
„What Reaſon have we to deny our ſelves the Plea- 
« ſures of living whil'ſt we are capable of Enjoyment ? 
Time enough to entertain fuch Melancholly Thoughts 
<« as theſe hereafter; Taub muſt have it's risk, the Cove - 
A twous Bag muſt; be filfd, the Pleaſures of the Fleſh muſt 
„be fully taſted, Old. Age is coming oa, and then it 
* . will be time enough to grow. wiſe and Repent, Sick- 
* nefſes aud Infirmities. are approaching, and then it will 
be time enough for us to retire look: Heaven- 
ward. Bat, G fooliſh Sinner, Who hath infatuated: 
thy Soul that thou ſnould'ſt hearken to ſach unreaſon- 
alle Suggeſtions as.theſe) are, nam mora damnoſa, delays. 
zre 
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are dangerous; Qui non eſt hodie cras minus apius erit. 
He that is unfit to day, makes himſelf the more unit 
to morrow by procraſtinating th? Work. Beſides there 
is a time coming, and we know not how near it is. in 
the which many ſhall ſeek to enter into the Kingdon) v7 
God, and ſhall not be able- Time may come, I tay, 
when the deſpiſers of Goſpel- Love and Arercy may early 
and earneſtly ſeek after Chyiſt and Grace, and ſhall not 
be able to find; and all becauſe they formerly batcd 
Knowledge, and did not chooſe the Fear of the Lord. Say 
not then, Sinner, anon, to morrom, or bereaficy Iwill re- 
pent and 4mend, for chy to morrow thy hereaſter may 
never come, and then Woe and a thouſand Woes to 

thy miſerable Sohl = Why not to day, why: not this 
preſent Inſtant? For now, Behold! Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of Salvation. © © FE 

5 


But then Fourthiy. The Fourth and Laſt conſidera- 
tion to move us to Prepare againſt the Evil Day ( fee- 
ing it is the general condition of all Men) is this, that 

it is the moſt dreadful aſtoniſhing SpeRarle on this Side 
Hell, to ſee a graceleſs Wretch, or Frofane Wotldling 


breathing out his laſt; There are many hideous Specta- 
cles to be ſeen in the World, as namely, to ſee a Man 
Starving and Pining to Death fof want of Food, or 
labouriag under iohcat Pains and Tortures for want 
of a Phyſitian, or to ſee a Perſon upoh the Wheel or 
Wrack, his Body exquilitely Tortur d, his Bones broken 

and ſhatter'd, to pleces, Cc. But Oh! How fad, un- 
+ .utterable and amazing à Sight is it to behold a Wicked 

non-repentant Sinner in his cold Sweats, and dying 
Sroans, with his Precious and invaluable Soul hovering 
upon his Pale and 2 Lips ready to : = 
2 2 ig 
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fight into the other World? When all the accumul- 
ated Riches of the whole Earth ſhall not be able to 
Purchaſe one Minutes truce or reſpite for him, and he 
ſhall be only able to wiſh for Life, but cannot Live; 
and fear to dye, but. muſt for ever: Conſider Sinner, 
what will thy miſerable Soul do, when thou ſhalt be 
redvc'd to ſuch a defperate extremity as this? When 
ſuddenly thy Senſes ſhall fail thee, thy Body languiſn, 
thy Spirits flag, thy -Pulſe beat lower and lower, and 
thy neglected Soul ſhall take her farewel of the Body, 
and of all her Comfort : When -thou ſhalt feel the 
Sting of thy Sins Tormeating thy Confcience, the previ- 
ous Flames of Hell-fire flaſhjng and darting in thy Face, 
thy Hearz-ſtrings ready to burſt aſunder, and the Ghaſt- „ 
ly. Apprehendons of a ſpeedy and remedileſs horror ſeiz- 1 
ing thy Soul - When thou ſhalt fee Satan ſtanding at 
thy Right hand to accuſe thee, Death at thy Elbow to 
prey upon thee, and the Infernal Lake wide open be- 
neath ready to ſwallow and ingulf thy Soul: What 
Perſon under ſuch miſerable and dreadful Circumſtances 
as theſe would not preſer one dram of Grace before a 
world of Riches ? | 


Methinks I hear. ſuch a miſerable Soul as this com- 
plaining with Job, and even Curſing the Day and Offices 
of his Birth; Let the. Day periſh wherein I was Born, and 
the. Night in the which it was ſaid there is a Man-Child 
Conceived; Let that Day be Darkneſs, let not God regard 
it from above, neitber let the Light ſhine upon it; As for 
that Night let Darkneſs ſeize upon it, let it not be jmd 

_ wnto_ the days of the Tear, let it not came into the member 


of the Months; Becauſe it ſhut not up the doors of "my A- 
ters Mon, nor bid Sorrow from mme eyes, Job 3.3; 4, 


.. 5 & - 
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ö be FR * 
5 6, &c. Why was I not entomb'd in that ſecret Cave 
ö and Cell where 1 firſt had Being? Wherefore was | 
5 wbdrought forth out of the Private Receſſes of the Womb 
| to ſee the Light of this Sun? Happy were | now, as 
ever I was bern, if I could be unborn again: Oh that 1 
might now (it it were poſlible ) be turn'd into a Beaſt 
or. Stone, or Toad, or Serpent, or any thing, or no- 
thing: Oh that my Immortal Soul, were. now Mortal. ! 
That I might dye in Hell, and not live Eternally in 
| thoſe Flames. that 1 ſhall' never be able to avoid or 
ſuſtain ! This, this will be the wretched condition. of 
a Perſon Living and Dying in a Chriſt-leſs and hopę- 
leſs ſtate - Oh the Miſerys! the Soul- rending, diſtract- 
. as ing Miſerys of ſuch a caſe! No Heart can conceive, no 
| Tongue can expreſs the Sorrows of ſuch a Soul. 


Laſtly therefore, Let us all of us, in. the Name 
and Fear of God, be perſwaded ſpeedily to Redeem 
thoſe precious Particles of Time which God and Pro- 
vidence lends us for The One Thing neceſſary; I mean, 

of Providing for our Souls, and for Eternity. The 
Buſineſs we have to do in this World, the Bufineſs of 
Religion , in order to the cleanſing of our Souls, and 
preparing em for Glory, is a Great and Important 

; and the time we have to live here has Two 


moſt dangerous qualities in Reference to it, Ke 


| Firſt. Ic is ſhort ; Our longeſt Period is not above 
An years, and few. there be that arrive to that 


Secondly, 
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Secondly. It is very Caſual and Uncertain z There be 
infinite Diſeaſes, Accidents , and Diſtempers that cur 
us off ſeddenly , ſach as ſcarce give us any warning 
at all, before they hurry us into the other World; 
And conſidering how many little Strings and Fibres 
| there are, as it were, to hold us up in Life; and 
how ſmall and inconſiderable they are, and how eaſi- 
ly broken, and the breach and diſorder of any of the 
leaſt of em, may prove an In- let to Death; it is a 
kind —— — live at all: I 2 * 
ing upon how ſmall dependancies our Life hangs 
= tow weak and brittle they are, it is almoſt 5 
Miracle that we live a Month, or a Moment. 


Beſides, if thou once letteſt ſlip theſe Gracious Sea- 
ſons and Opportunities for thy Soul, thou ſtalt ne- 
ver be able to recall em again: Time once 16ſt, it's 
Toft for ever. All the Wealth of both the Indirs 
can never recall or retrieve the laſt minute that is fled 
by us: And Remember, Chriſtian, if thou. ſuffer- 
eſt the time of thy Gracious Viſitation. to. lapſe by 
thee , thou ſhalt rue it eternally in thoſe Flames that 
. eaſeleſs, as they are remedileſs; And this is 


ber, That once (kRadſt thou not been a. Cruel Tray- 
— to _ own Soul ) gg ge + ep have had 
ven for ſeeking Chriſt, Salvation looking 
after: This Conſideration will, one Day, be even 
like a Fiery Scorpion ,-to Laſh and Torment thy Soul 
for ever and ever: Certainly this, this is the Elixir 
and Quinteſſence of Torment, even the very Hell of 
Hells to the Damned, to conſider , that they had 
| once 


that will increafe thy Hell h er to ræemem- 


« | 


* 


once a time wherein they might, 5 — eaſie and 
equitable Termes, have procur'd Everlaſting Reſt and 
Glory to themſelves, but they fooliſhly miſpent that 
Time and Seaſon, which is now never to be recall'd 
or redeene'd in. Oh! What would not loſt Souls 
now give but for one moment of that precious Time 


_ which we moſt ſhamefully and ſinfully trifle and wan- 


ton away in Drinking, Sporting and Exceſſive Wick- 
edneſs? How would theſe Damned Spirits, if they might 
enjoy but one of thoſe Thonſand Halcyon days of the 
Gothel. which we neglect, even with the utmoſt of their 
Diligence improve it to their Souls Advantage? But 
alaſs! their Time is paſt, their Sun is ſet ; their day of 
Grace is ended, and they muſt for ever undergoe thoſe 
Torments , which they ſhall never be able to eſcape or 
eadure : This, this is the preſent wretched and de- xx 
plorable condition of rhe Damned, and this will certainly 
be the condition of every one of ns, if we, as they, 


_ negle& the Time of our Gracious Viſitation, and Im- 


prove not all thoſe Spiritual Advantages and — 
ties that God. and Providence lends us for the good 


of our Souls. 


My Brethren, let ns remember our ſelves, it is but 
high time that we ſhould reflect upon. our Conditions; 
let the time paſt of our Lives ſuffice us , that we have 
wraught the will of the Gentiles , Ad majora naſcinmr. 
Sare I am, if we conſider it aright,* we are Born for 
Greater Things than to be ſtifl Groveling upon Earth, 


_ - «qd [ngulfing, our ſelves in the Cres and Concerns of 


this Life - * us rA | a —— 
Lives are ſhert, and chat we are every Moment po- 
ſtiag towards an Unchangeable Condition, Death, the 
Grave and Eternity are at our heels; and, as _ 

| eaves 


2 
* - 
. 
n 
l 3 


leaves us, ſo uadgment will find us; and if we lie 
down in our Sins, we ſhall be ſure to riſe up with 
'em again; and they ſhall be as ſo many Curſed Fiends 
or Furies to wrack and torment the Soul for ever and 
ever: And let us conſider, that nothing but Faith, 


and a good. Conſcience, and an affur'd Intereſt in 


Chriſt's Blood , will be Armour of Proof againſt the 
Evil Day; Keep Innoceney, and take to the thing that is 
right , for tbat will bring a Alan Peace at the laſt, ſa 

the Fſahmiſt, Pſal. 37. 38. As a Pious Man once ſaid, 
when he lay upon his Sick Bed, and his Friends brought 


a Julip to him, No Julip, ſays he, like the Blood of 


Chriſt ; The like I may ſay here, No Cordial fo 
ſweet, as that Compos d of the Blood and Merits of 
a dying Saviour, both to a Living and to a Dying Man. 


A well- grounded Faith in Cbriſt Jeſus , and the Con- 


ience of an Univerſal and Uprigbt Sincerity in all 
our actions, will be more ſweet and refreſhing to our 
Spirits, when we come to Dye, than all the heal - 
ing Gums or Reſtoratives of the Phyſicians: O how 
bleſſed a thing will it be for the Pious Soul to ſic 
down in the Evening of Old Age, and feed upon the 
Comforts of a well-ſpent Youth Manhood ? When 
he ſhall be able to | my with good Hezckiab, Remem- 
ber now, O Lord, 1 beſeech thee, bow 1 bave walked be- 
fore thee in truth and with a perfect beart, Iſai. 38. 3. 
And with that Pattern of True Penitence, Pænitenti- 
am egi, quando peccare potui: Lord, thou knoweſt | 
I then Repented me of my Sins, | , 
when I had oppartunity , when I had abilities of com- 


A f i!.ecal Sermon. 


ln a Word, this is that that will ſupport us in Life, 
comfort vs in Sickneſs, Revive us in Death ; nay, this 
is that that will accompany us beyond Death and the 
Grave, and prove our belt friend, next under God, and 
his Chriſt,and our moſt Bleſſed Redeemer,in both Worlds, 
even to all Eternity. 


Occafion. 


Aving now done with the Text, I come in the next 
place to the ' Occaſion, which is to Celebrate the 
Funerals of our Deceaſed Friend and Relation, and to 
Accompany him to the Grave his Long Home, the laſt 
Duty and Service we owe to Souls Departed. It is not 
my Caſtom to write Encomiums upon the Dead, and to 
fill op my Funeral Diſcourſes with a needleſs Farce of 
Flatterys ; as well knowing, that thoſe Perſons 
are not Praisd, whoſe Praiſe is of Men, but they whoſe 
Prasje is of Gad: This therefore only in the general 
1 ſhall fay of our Deceaſed Brother: That which is good 
or Prag worthy in him, that I do in ſpecial recom- 
mend to your Pious care and Imitation, what was other- 
wiſe- tet it be buried in the Grave in Silence with 


but neither do I think this ſo _ and becoming this 
Sacred Place and Solemnity; it is not Bleod, but 
Grace, that makes a Man W in this 2 
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and in the next. Xoble Birtb without new tri in C 
is of no avail with God: Let a Man ſhew never fo 
honourable a Pedegree, let a Man produce never ſo glo- 
rious a Line of Progenitors, yet if he be not an humble 
and Repentant Sinner, he is but a poor and even diſpica- 
dle Creature in God's fight - 1 ſhall therefore crave 
leave to evade all ſuch unneceſſar 5 S and fruitleſs Harangues 
of Vulgar Flattery and Applauſe; and fhall confine my 
ſelf only to what I have obſerv'd Temarkable in his late | 
Viſitation : It is well known to thoſe that were con- 
verſant with him in his Illneſs, that he was a poor Tet- 
ter'd Lazar, fall of Sores and Botches, almoſt from the 
Crown of the Head to the Sole of the Foot; Our Chri- 
ſtian Charity obliges us to hope, that God in Mercy to 
him was pleas' d to appoint him his Sorrows in this Life, 
and to ſuffer his Body to be puniſn'd in this World, 
that his Soul might be ſaved in the day of the Lord. Be- 
hold now! after all the Pains and Fagtigues of a burthen- 
ſome Pilgrimage, his wearied Limbs are repairing apace 
to reſt and repoſe themſelves in the ſilent — 
of the Grave. Here the Wicked ceaſe from troublmmg, and 

bere the weary are at reſt. He has. now taken his tarewell 
of the World and of all his Neighbours, bat he is gone 
bur a little, a very little while before us: We muſt all 

of us follow, and that ſhortly too, in our — 
ods ; a few more changes of the Night and Day, and 
fewer of the Summer and Winter will bring us all 0 as it 
has done him) where we ſhall change no more : Happy, 
thrice Happy, and for ever Happy is that Soul that is 
* 1 Minute when Chriſt comes. 


Here 
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Here, as we ſhall Sigh no more, as we ſhall Sor- 
row no more, as we ſhall Suffer no more, ſo we 
ſhall Sin no more, we ſhall offend God no more, we 
ſhall Dye no more: Here we ſhall be for ever Free'd, 
not only from the worſt of Fears, but the greateſt of 
Dangers alſo, the Buffetings of Satan, the Temptations 
of a wicked World, the Treacherys of a Deceitful Heart: 
In ſhort, here, as Sin ſhall be no longer a Burthen tous, 
ſo Satan ſhall be no longer a Tempter, but we ſhall Enjoy 
our God and our Saviour in a moſt pure and undefiled 
manner, even in the ſecure fruition cf thoſe ſinleſs and 
ſerene Joys that are above, which-ſhall never be in- 
terrupted, and ſhall never have end: In a word , 
here we ſhall ever be with the Lord, to behold, and 
to Feaſt our eyes with the raviſhing and aſtoniſhing 
beauties of the Lord: And our Work and our Hap- 
Pineſs to all Eternity ſhall be to Eccho forth perpetu- 
al Anthems of Praiſes and Hallelujah's unto God that 
ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for e- 
vermore. 


For which Bleſſed Work, and Glorious Place, God of 
his infinite Mercy fit and prepare us all, for the Merits - 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chrift , to whom, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit , be all Honour and Glory, 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
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